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NEWS RELEASE: Cornwall Life

LifeLine Article from Cornwall Community Foundation

Cornwall is a county of great beauty, breathtaking coastline and dramatic landscapes.  However, behind the tourist vision the vicissitudes of the inner cities exist within our towns.  The loneliness of older people lurks behind closed doors, youngsters without purpose or motivation are here as in any other part of the country and often the grand political initiatives to solve problems pass us by.

The Cornwall Community Foundation is one of a network of local charities across the UK that is dedicated to strengthening local communities, creating opportunities and tackling issues of disadvantage, vulnerability and exclusion. 

The Cornwall Community Foundation (CCF) has been in existence now for six years, and was previously the Cornwall Independent Trust Fund which was established in 1998. Since then CCF has awarded over £3m in grants to over 1,000 community groups and individuals. That’s a grant of £2,085 for every square mile of Cornwall & the Isles of Scilly or about £6 for every person living here.

Many of these are small grants that can make a big difference to keeping community projects up and running for the benefit of their area. There are many misconceptions about grants available for community projects – that they are only available from the National Lottery, only for large groups or just for registered charities. This is absolutely not the case. 

A small grant might help a friendship society for older people whose rent increases by £50 per week. They might not be able to fund the shortfall for the next couple of months so £400 of grant funding could help them avoid closure and give them an opportunity for further funding raising in the meantime. 

CCF is able to make these grants through funds that are established by organisations, government or contributed to by individuals. CCF also administers local giving through the Government’s Grassroots Grants scheme where they match 100% of any eligible donation for free.  With Gift Aid this more than doubles the original donation and ultimately gives us more funds available for community benefit. 

Other funds of CCF (14 at present) include The Lord Lieutenant’s Fund for Youth that was specifically established for exceptionally talented and gifted young people suffering disadvantage, the Crisis Fund which assists many people who desperately need small amounts of money to help them in times of need, and The Cornwall 100 Club, a scheme for any size business in the county to donate to, part of which is distributed as small grants.

One of the recipients of a CCF grant is the Caradon Kangaroos Junior Netball Club who received just over £400, one of the first awarded from the Caradon Area Community Fund.  Although a relatively modest grant it allows some of the squad of girls aged 14 and under to train as umpires. The Club was formed three years ago and its Chairman, June Jack is past President of the All England Netball Association. 

Another charity that has received funding through CCF is Active 8. This is a charity for young people with physical disabilities. They run 12 residential weekends a year at an Outdoor Education Centre. The Cornwall 100 Club Fund has given £2,500 to assist in the costs of these  residential weekends. 

In Cornwall young people with major physical disabilities go to mainstream secondary school. While this is positive, being a rural area it means that 13-15 year olds can become socially isolated at an age where it’s really important to have friendships as well as family.   Active 8 introduces the young people to new activities and a whole lot of fun. They become more able to take responsibility, to support one another and it widens their experience. 

At the other end of the spectrum is Looe’s ‘Cinema by the Sea’, run by the Looe Film Society. A new venue has been opened supported by two grants totalling £1,321 from Grassroots Grants and the Caradon Area Community Fund. 

The town needed its own cinema as the nearest commercial cinema is a 30 mile round-trip away.  The new venue has the latest technology, a bigger screen with better resolution and more comfortable seating. Opened in April the classic silent film ”Sunrise” was screened with a live accompaniment by the St. Germans based band Wurlitza. The film finished to a standing ovation. 

Linda Whittaker, Executive Director of the Cornwall Community Foundation, says: “We don’t just live in a beautiful county, we have a fantastic community. At CCF we want everyone who lives in Cornwall and the Isles of Scilly to benefit from the community network and support groups that exist in many towns, villages and rural areas. Every resident should have the opportunity to fully enjoy and appreciate where they live.” 

For more information go to http://www.cornwallfoundation.com/
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Notes for editors:

Community Foundations are experts in revitalising local communities through effective charitable giving.   Over the last 16 years well over 12,000 private sector donors have used the services of a Community Foundation to make sure that their giving has been invested to make the lasting difference that they wanted to see.  Community Foundations now manage close to £200m of committed endowed giving and it is estimated that most people in the UK will live or work within 20 miles of a charitable project that a community foundation has supported.  
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