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There are calls from every part of the world for charitable donations so it’s easy to forget the needs of communities on our doorstep. Somerset Community Foundation is one of a network of local UK charities dedicated to strengthening local communities, creating opportunities and tackling issues of disadvantage, vulnerability and exclusion.

In 2008 Somerset Community Foundation commissioned a report ‘Somerset Today’ to better understand the issues facing local communities. While Somerset appears to be prosperous with a high quality of life, there are significant levels of poverty, deprivation and need in local communities. 

There are some critical emerging issues for Somerset including increasing pressures on health services and care providing, the number of households falling into serious debt and supporting marginalised communities and building community cohesion. 

Local charities and voluntary organisations are vitally important to meet these challenges, but many are under funded, with 60% relying on income of £10,000 or less. Community Foundations match local businesses and individuals to small, often voluntary, groups who deliver great work. In 2008 Community Foundations helped over 1,200 individual philanthropists make their communities better places to live, work in and do business through effective and rewarding grant making. 

One such company is Impey UK Ltd, a family run business based in Ilminster who manufactures showers and bathrooms for disabled people. Bruce Grave, Managing Director, who set up a trust fund with Somerset Community Foundation, said: “As a local business we recognise that it’s vitally important to give something back to the community.” As the people that they employ live and work in the local area they can see the direct benefit of supporting local charities and voluntary groups. 

The fund is contributed to by staff fundraising. Recently, staff supported the South West Somerset Branch of Alzheimer’s Society in opening a Memory Café that supports and provides social contact for people with dementia and their carers in the Chard and Ilminster area. 

Another business is Cosyfeet who set up a fund to support local people with mental illness. “The Foundation exceeded beyond my expectations,” says David Price, Managing Director of Street-based Cosyfeet. “I just thought it would be a simple way of us channelling money through to groups. What I was not expecting, which has been fantastic, is that the Foundation has been able to help the recipient, which is a small charity. It’s been able to give them a huge amount of help and advice. They’ve just done a fantastic job.”

Since 2002 Somerset Community Foundation has given over £2 million to 500 community-based projects. The Grassroot Grants Challenge is a unique opportunity to build a major fund for Somerset to provide long-term support for those most in need. The challenge is to raise £1million across the county by 2011. If achieved, the Government gives a further £500,000 in funding for Somerset. 

If you would like to find out more about the work of Somerset Community Foundation go to http://www.somersetcf.org.uk/introductionvideo.html
Projects funded by Somerset Community Foundation

Highbridge Community Youth Club was set up in partnership with the local Police and residents of Highbridge to reduce Anti Social Behaviour. The club provides activities and builds a rapport between young people and the local police. 

Mendip All Drummers is a community drumming group run by volunteers who meet weekly in Shepton Mallet and Frome. The group was awarded a £1,000 grant to run a 16-week course during 2008. 

The Escape Support Group is a parent-led charity offering activities and support to the whole family who care for disabled children. A small grant from the Millfield Student’s Community Fund paid for a specially adapted coach to take the group on a day to Alton Towers. Students at Millfield chose to raise money to create the fund to support local community organisations across the county. Somerset Community Fund finds projects that fit the criteria set by the students. 
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Notes for editors:

Community Foundations are experts in revitalising local communities through effective charitable giving.   Over the last 16 years well over 12,000 private sector donors have used the services of a Community Foundation to make sure that their giving has been invested to make the lasting difference that they wanted to see.  Community Foundations now manage close to £200m of committed endowed giving and it is estimated that most people in the UK will live or work within 20 miles of a charitable project that a community foundation has supported.  
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